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This budget also treats our Nation’s great
and precious store of public lands as a plat-
form for destruction. The Republican budg-
et, for example, would give oil companies the
right to drill in the last unspoiled Arctic wil-
derness in Alaska. And it allows a giveaway
of mining rights to companies at a fraction
of their worth. Just recently, a law on the
books since 1872 that I am trying hard to
change forced the Government to sell min-
erals worth $1 billion to a private company
for $275. That is taxpayer robbery, and it’s
going to keep right on happening under the
Republican budget.

Just think of it: The Republican budget
proposes to raise taxes on working families
with incomes of less than $27,000, to increase
the cost of college loans and cut the number
of college scholarships, but they’re deter-
mined to keep giving away $1 billion worth
of minerals on Government land for $275.

Well, I’ve got bad news for the lobbyists
and their allies. We don’t need more pollu-
tion to balance the budget. We don’t need
dirtier water to close the deficit. If Congress
sends me a budget that guts environmental
protection, that protects polluters, not the
public, I will veto it. As President, it is my
duty to protect our environment, and on my
watch, America will not be for sale.

On the other hand, we do have to be vigi-
lant to make sure environmental protection
doesn’t become a tangle of redtape and bu-
reaucracy, so we’re stripping away thousands
of pages of unnecessary rules and regulations
and changing the way we protect the envi-
ronment. Instead of a long list of do’s and
don’ts, we’re telling responsible businesses,
if you can meet the tough pollution goals,
you figure out how to do it as cheaply and
efficiently as you can. That’s the way to cut
regulation without hurting public health.

After all, America’s families don’t care
much about the rules and regulations, they
look at the results, at a son who comes home
from a playground with a rash from playing
near an industrial site or a daughter with
asthma, simply because she breathed the air.

My fellow Americans, let’s never forget:
The decisions we make today will live on long
after we’re gone. I don’t think we Americans
have lost our sense of the past or our dedica-
tion to the future. We’re balancing the budg-

et in a way that will be good for future gen-
erations. That means that in balancing the
budget, we have to preserve the planet: clean
air, clean water, safe food, a decent environ-
ment, for those future generations, too.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 12:57 p.m.
on November 3 in the Roosevelt Room at the
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on No-
vember 4.

Statement on the Shooting of Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabin of Israel
November 4, 1995

I am outraged at the news of this attempt
on the life of Yitzhak Rabin, a great leader
for peace and a good friend. I join all Ameri-
cans in prayers for his recovery.

Remarks on the Death of Prime
Minister Rabin
November 4, 1995

The world has lost one of its greatest men,
a warrior for his nation’s freedom and now
a martyr for his nation’s peace.

To Leah Rabin and her children, Hillary
and I send our love and our prayers. To the
people of Israel, I want you to know that the
hearts and prayers of all Americans are with
you. Just as America has stood by you in mo-
ments of crisis and triumph, so now we all
stand by you in this moment of grieving and
loss.

For half a century, Yitzhak Rabin risked
his life to defend his country. Today, he gave
his life to bring it a lasting peace. His last
act, his last words were in defense of that
peace he did so much to create. Peace must
be and peace will be Prime Minister Rabin’s
lasting legacy.

Tonight, the land for which he gave his
life is in mourning. But I want the world to
remember what Prime Minister Rabin said
here at the White House barely one month
ago, and I quote, ‘‘We should not let the land
flowing with milk and honey become a land
flowing with blood and tears. Don’t let it hap-
pen.’’
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